Dear Jim, Further thoughts on Mark Lane's new commissi on 3/4/75 

I gave this a little thought along a different lino while shaving after I awakened, 
do not present it as the result of long or deep thought but as a possibility and the x 
reason ia for your understanding of what may bocorw a problem. 

Of course I'd rather that the whole thing come apart, regardless of how as long 
as it does. 0 

dy concern i ;i tliat Hark will bo consistent and cot have this a3 his i«jor interest, 
lie cover lias auu j. don't believe lie does now. 

w .. _» .?“f tJlat thia » the Gregory effort, will be designed as propaganda of 

which tlw best tliat can be said is that there is the hop., the propaganda will generate 
enough pressure tor success regardless of fact. ^ 

4 . ? X * wliev * > tliat t5 ‘° attention G ro g lias gotten i3 part of tlic probable 

inspiration lor this. I also believo that Hark .poke to Robert ana Jerry at Boston, learned 
, 0U f f‘ ucaaae3 » Porliaps got and read a copy of WWIV, and added the amending of the law 
and what it could mean to another effort to promote himself and thus another book, too. 

nf reaaonln * 5 ia «>rreot or close to it we then face the likelihood 

of another Nichols-like approach and the kind of disaster that can mean. 

And iii turn that suggests tliat we have to push the first suit as fast and as hard 
as possible. We had problems because ilichola could bo cited as precedent in the past. 

suit that til ° approach 1 took ^ginning with 718-70 is correct: each 

?! neX ! ?? Uorr ‘ 3Ctll6a8 0l> y Qur Pinn. to file a new suit about evoiy two 

.J? 8 * • ?? a ° t thi ^ tiiat tilia “ fc!an8 exhausting adminiatrativ : remedies under the now law, 

^. tt , appeal tliat would b.- required first. Tliat at least I think we should 

beBt be ‘‘ euo of Tranaf »n or vs the army for the Powell 
t rial fror. Julias, the latter probably leas substantial fact but morv promising in the 

ES "£ °T productiTO «» line Of domestic operations and suppression 

merelt tor tk flam of suppression or to prevent embarrassment. An appeal to the Army ought 

thoM°I!£ A1 y l U ^ ab ° Ut tho8e fairi i r Promptly you can have a series filed before 

tnese now public! ty-aeokers can <*et started with their first. 

. ... I gather that they will ask CIa for what I've heard of, I think attributed 

to Marohettx, that as soon as Oswald's name wan mentioned the CIa got a 26 -page printout. 

1 v i *nn® ' 3 promotional method lias always been to involve others. This gives him free 

a !! a , 0t ?; aUpp0 ^- 5 s eVen 8eema to dofe r to others, as with Garrison, when he 
think., that wiU help him. a has done this with other committees, but the end result 
is slways the personal reward “ark seeks/ In understanding what can happen with his suits 
thin also has to bo under, tood. Fear of fucking up lias never deterred him, again the 
speeches of tin, Garrison period an example. (Bven Ivon was worried about this and a Shaw 
hln^^lTVV -uiother partLcularly bad for a lawyer ia what he let Fonda and the N.O, 
blacks get into during the Desire uprising. This demon investigator actually let his client/ 
companion booby-trap those black by going to a ca-rvntal agoncy and renting three cars, 

. J*!: at onft plaCe * C °P 8 Immediately picked up all in all cars. But it didn't 

hurt Wark and there was groat propaganda. 

^ 4 t t UWd 4! b ! Ut yoUr togeth ‘ ;r wlth a long time ago. W situation 

precluded it as it has kept you from going over those cases I've started. I t.Mnk f or the 

aeCQaU ia . Boro x.’jportant but the first less of a problem and I encourage it and 
speaking to daskin. “arc “asian may not like what I' * written but he'll pay attention to 
S?-** i^terestis not like Mark's, personal publicity or ch*ap succeS! lie'll bo more 
7?® ° r.upona to logic and roason and the probabilities of success. «y central purpose 

a numbor offactoro Wa atteution ^ to try to get him to think about 















I also believe it would not be a bad idoa for the Plesser/Ellsworth types to get 
an idea of what is possible with the likes of Mark filing suits and filing them fast. 

Understanding Mark, who is a complex personality, is not difficult. On questions 
of principle he will always be on the right side, especially now that he can easily 
afford it. in moving to Wash±n ; rton he has followed his pattern of the past. Vix h.O. 

3ut he is without personal principle, uttlriy and completely. Thus he is not reluctant to 
be a plagiarist and has a long and clear record of it. Ha lies with the most pious self- 
pr><S'»ntation and bolieves it to be right and proper for the attaining of any objective. 
There has never bean a more dishonest book that Citizen’s dissent. By this X mean more 
deliberately dishonest, bomoan. else in always abusing him as he presents it and ho alone 
ia upright and principled. Hu has gotten «way with thin for so long it is likely to be 
believed by his new associates. 

Ho can be capsulod in your lawyers' maxim, penis erectua seism non habet . If my 
4>atin is not too bad you'll got it. 

lie wade bo moderated in court bji his associates, as I presume he has been in the 
recent past in Indian casea. But he'll remain the same kind of guy with the capability. 

Without a Kunatler as senior counsel there will jot be the same restraint. 

In these kinds of cases and more in Washington that can be disasterous. He'll 
have to file in Washington now, too. 

TJieae are liasty thoughts after a good and longish night's sleep. I seem to have 
slept off the chills I had last night and 1 have packages to make before I take Lil to 
work so tiiat they can go out and not accumulate on me. I’ll not road ann correct for this 
reason, and hoping what I'm trying to convey will be clear enough. 

I do tljink that as soon as your situation permits you should come up and go over 
the separate file I liavo in suits, as we discussed several weeks ago. 3M has not yet 
delivered tlio xpt paper so we'll bo able to copy little, especially on a weekend, (if 
you can call tluiir sales of lice again for me, Springfield, Va., it might help. I sent a 
prepaid order in months ago . ) 

I also believe this will be important in terms of ‘‘ark's new associates, that 
they B houlrt know they are doing what is not really right, proper and decent. When they 
l leant that what they now think 13 an entirely new idea and their’s alone really 
isn t and they are Johnny— cone— lateliea in a uelioate field they may see themselves and 
what they should or should not attempt differently. 

Meanwhile, unless he becomes desperate, don’t expect “ark to get in touch with aw. 

He responded to you last week as his immediate need required, no more. And it is not at 
all merely dislike of me. It is that he will* never do anything that doesn’t push h-tw- 
self and never lias. You may recall an example from the Taka It from here show I did with 
him dxsn kxaoutive action appeared. He than persisted in a conscious lie or an utter 
irresponsibility , the old falsehood about LBJ's secret executive order requiring sup- 
pression for 75 Jears. How much work can he have done to believe it, not to know better. 

Or what kind of lawyer can he be to believe it. I happen to think ho is quite able. So, 
l't seems clear to n*i that t.is is typical of wliat wo can expect 01 ’ id a in suits or courts 
whatever seems to him to serve his interest as he sees his interest at any ^-articular 
moment ana the hell with everything else. One line like that before some of the Washington 
judges and it will be the end. 



